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BELEVED UNCONSTITUTIONAL. PROSPECTS BRIGHTEN
Coun:z E;::rlt ftg:::iti z: Lhumnd:;countl F] q ”S 'I'U GET
son tontny i e o are|  [JIKIF HIGHWAY

reading his gquarterly repcrt and same
had been adopted, Judge G. P, Burnett
informed the conrt that he had learned

through the publfﬁ press that a bill had i E James‘ President Dixie Highway
assed both houses of the legislature — :
' Association, Designates the Route

abolishing the office of county judge of
Cumberland county, but that he did Through Tennessee to Pass
Through  Crossville.

not know that the act had been signed
by the governar and that since he had
received no official notice, he would de-
cline to vacate the office. Within a week much activity has de-
= He further stated that on legal ad-|yeloped relative to the Dixie Highway
vice, coupled with his personal investi-{ project and there is much sparring go-
gation, he was of the opinion that the |ine on through the press and Nashvlle
act was unconstitutional so far a8 re- | s pending every effort to bring the
moving him from the office to which he | ronq via that city.

had been electeds by the people. He! ¢ E. James, president of the Dixie
further read a personal letter from T. | g, chway association, bas designated
A. Wright, of Knoxville, in which Mr. | the route through lennessee to begin
Wright expressed the belief that the| gt the Tennessee-Kentucky state line
act was unconstitutional so far as re-| g 4 point near Albany, Kentueky,
moving Judge Burnett from office was | thence south passing near Byrdstown,
concerned and that he thought it very through Jamestawn, Crossville, Pike-
probable that the act was unconstitu-|yj|le and via Signal Mountain into
tional in any event for reasons stated. | Chuttanooga.

After reading the letter from Mr.| My James did this as the outcome
Wright, Judge Burnett asked the court | of the attitude of the guvernors in al-
what action they wished to take in the | |5ping politics to work a very detri-
matter and Esq. R. A, Powel present- [ montq) part to the Short Route, which
ed a resolution stating that the court|g,ijows the line just mentioned. Klse-
believed the act unconstitutionsal and |y here in this iisue will be found the
declining to take any action looking to|giatement of M-, James, which shows
the election of a chairman. On roll conclusively tk : the governors con-
call all justices present, except J. A. |pjyed from the ' :st to defeat the Short
Frey, voted in favor of the reésolution. | poute and incr 1 to accomplish that
Mr. Frey declined to vote. Ol the|qng yiglnted - .riginal argeewent.
thirteen men who make up the court|qpig netign "iv.  ames and his associ-
all were present except Esq. G. W. ates, who hold the charter for the
Houston, of the Fifth district. Tne|piyie Highway, have decided not to
letter from T. A. Wright follows: stand #nd the road will be built through

OPINIUN OF T. A. WRIGHT: (Crossville and the other poinls named
Knoxville, Tenn., April 1st, 1915. |on the Short Route.

Hon. George P. Burnett, All the directors have been appcinted

Crossville, Tenn. by the various governors ana a meet-

Dear Sir: ST
[ am in receipt of your letter ing is expected scon. AS was expect-

of the 31st enclosing copy of proposed
bill to repeal the Act creating the office | favorable to the Nashville route: Col,
of County Judge in Cumberland Uoun-| A M Shook, of Nashville, and Judge

ty. 1 aw of the opmnion that the de- ; =i
cision in the case of State va Leonard, M. M. Aliison, Chattanooga. Judge
2nd Pickle. is still the law of this|Allison has been favorable to the

State with re.:'crence to County Judges | Nashville route all the tiwe. It is

and I am of the opinion that this Actl, . ineq the road via Nashville wil

could not take effect so as to interfere cisimed th i
pass near property owned by him.

with the present tenure of the County

Judge of Cuwberland County and as| Nashvillestarted an automobile party
that is the whole purpoes or the Act I |gyer the proposed route via Mammoth
do not believe, if this Act should be|(:ave the first of the week and expects
passed, that the County Court of Cum-| (o arouse so much interest and enthu-
berland County could elect a chairman | giaam that the men appointed by the
under it. Certainly not until the ex-|governors will favor that route. That

Judge U, E. Snodgrass presented a
lengthy resolution to the county court
yesterday authorizing the employient
of a corgs of engineers to locate the

road threagh this county after a con- .

| ference with the other counties on the
{ Short Route and the Dixie Highway
Association. The resolution passed the
court unanimounsly, The men appoint-
ed to have charge of the engineer work
are Judge G. . Burnett, A, J. Me-
(Guire, tormer county surveyor, and E.
G. Tollett.
Following are the
RESOLUTIONS:

Whereas, the Dixie Highway Associ-
ation, a corporation, organized for the
purpose and to which has been en-
trusted the building of a great naturfil
[highwav, from Chicago to Miawi,
‘Klorda, has signified its purpose to
'cauairuct said highway through Cum-
| berland county, via Crossville, Tennes-
| see, as a section of said ro~d; and,

Whereas, at an orgamzation of the
counties 1n Tennessee rorth of Chatta-
nooga composing the Short Line route
or seetion of said road between Chatta-
nooga and the Kentulky line, the good
faith of tne authorities and people of
gaid route, including ourselves, was
pledged to the construction of said road
to the Kentucky line; and,

Whereas, a similar pledge of the peo-
ple north and south was made looking
to the completion of said Dixie High-
way, from its beginning on the great
Lincoln Highway, at Chicago, to the
extreme gouthern limit; and,

Whereas, nothing of wore important
material concern has ever come before
our people demanding their immediate
and energetic co-operation and activ-
ity : and,

Whereus, this court has already taken
steps looking to securing this highway,
and in connectjon with' othejewy hori-
ties, has pledged its good faith and
{hearly co-operation therefore, be it,

Resolved, thaut a committee consiste
ing of George F. Burnett, A. J. Mec-
[Guire and K. G. Tollett he appointed
[to have charge of and direct the ex-

ed, Governor Rye appointed two men penditure heremnafter provided, who,

in connection with and after conference
with the counties of Fentress and
Bledsoe, north and south of us, and af-
|ter conference with said Dixie High-
wu? Asgocidtion, shall have power to
employ a corps ot surveyors und to lo-
|cate and determine e rolie of said
| highway across Cumhberland county via
| Crossville.

Be 1t further resolved, that the
Inecessary expenses of this WoOrk shall
I be paid out of any funds availuble for
such purpose upon the watrant of the

Judge Allison, Senator Frazier, G. I.
Milton, Richard Hardv and wmyself,
Somie of the governors stated that they
woltld not take the responsibility of
locating the road; that it would em-
barass them in their respeclive states
if they put the*road atone place or
another., A plan was then proposed by
Gov, McCreary, of Kentucky, that the
fount ers and the Chattanooga interest,
which comprised the Automobile club,
tourist bureau, chamber of eommerce
and all other organizations as mewbers
of the Dixie Highway association, be
allowed seven direcfors, and that the
governors ot the seven states appoint
two men from each state, or fourteen
to be appointed by the governors, mak-
ing a total board of twenty-one men,
to locate the road. A resolution was
drawn up on that basis, and carefully
read over, and each of the governors
I.’{}{.‘tl'_t] to it, 1n the presence or all the

above witnesses, All parties at that
conference then left with the full un-
derstanding that the matter was
cloged. Senator Frazier left at this
time and did not know of the elimina-
ton until he heard it read at the Audi-
toriom. ’'tf'he governors wenl in their
parade and back to the hotel to review
the cavalry. After the cavalry had
passed the governors went up lo a
room 1n the Hotel Patten, as every one
thought to sign the resolution, with
the intention of going to the Auditor-
iom and presenting 1 to the conven-
tion. When | got up to the room 1
found Gov. McCreary and GGov, Hye
with three or four gentlemen standing
over in one corner of the room talking.
In a few winules they canie over to
where all the other wovernors were and
Gov. [deCreary stated that he cculid
iot stand for that resolution; that s
entire state hi  objected to it, inelud-
g Lexingteon, witei 15 known as the
Biue tirass route, and that he wanted
the Chatt.nvoga contingent and every
one connected with the Dixie Highway
movement ap to that time elininated
entirely, so far as the locatien of the
road was concerned; and that he want-
ed the fourteen men vvhow the govern-
ors selected to locate the road. (ov
Rye stated that he would stand with
Gov., McCreary. This was gquite a sur-
prise ts all the other governors and to
evervane else in the roow. The (hatt-
anoogn people made appeals to them to
allow the Dixie Highway usssociation
to have some representalion on the
board which lucated the road, but Gov,
McCreary and Gov. Rye stood firm,

themselves freely at the time, to the
effect that it was not fair to the Dixie
Highway associaton or to Chattanooga,
influence in

|
what the result would be, that so far
ias the Dixie Highway associantion was
| eoncerned, if they would sppoint their
two vien from each state e pily and
| Would nake fair sppointments, not
partisans, and would not get the enter-
prise tangled up with politics, we
would stand by them : but if it got into
poutics in any of the states and was
i Dot carried out promptly in a business-
like way, we would withdraw from the
whole governors’ pian at the first BIgN
of it being handled in a pohitical way.
That the Dixie Highway was a great
enterprise and that politics had no
place in it. [ told them if it was done
in accordance with the above, we
would wait until the commissioners
who were appointed, had formally lo-
cated the roarl, provided the ecommis-
sioners acted promptiy. That if the
road was located on broad lines from
a poinu east of Chicago, 1/1., to Miami,
Fal., we would stand by it. If 1t was
not, we would then withdraw. They
fully vnderstond the statement and a
major.ty ot the governors agreed with
me. Some of them would have made
their gppointments before they'went to
the cupvention, but it was objected to.
I knew then that polities would play a
large part with the location of the
road. We expected that all the ap-
pointments would be made not later
than Monday. Gov, Stuton, of
Georygia, made his appointments on
Saturday. Gov. Ralston, of Indiana,
made one of his appointments on Sat-
urday,
ATTEMPTED 10 PLEDGE MR,
JAMES TO CERTAIN ROUTE.
‘““Monday afternoon, parties who
elaimed to reprooent the sappointing
puwer at Noshol le, approached me.
They s I wio'o be appointed one of
the two wen frou this state, but stated
that I must ficst commit myself tu vote
for the Shelbvville nand Winchester
route between Chattanooga and Nash-
ville. 1 declined 1t, as | did not want
an appointment under such terms, and
told the representatives to please com-
mwunicate with the powera who had the
appointment to make that [ would not
accept any appointment with a string
tind to it; and to please be certain to
advise whoever gent the communica-
tion to see that no further communica-
tions ot this character be sent to me.
They did not stop at that, | was pre-
sented with the same thing by differ-
ent people twa or three times on Tues-
day anad Wednesday. [ gave the same
answer to each one of them, Only one

All of the other governors expressefpsf these emissuries suggested the Man-

chester route; nol one of them sug-
gested the McMinnville route, 1 was
nssured Tuesday and also Wednesday
that 1f I weuld agree to their sugges-

piration of the term of the present|will effect nothing for the men who | county judge drawn upon such fund, aiid ‘they uaed Ahis
County Judge, and | am nclined to be- | hold the Dixie Highway charter will | eai fiittee shall keep an de- Vi
(PG NG SERtIE ! speeches, not to eliminate us. Gov. | tions to commit myeelf in advance that

lieve, although I have not given tl:af‘ ‘never surrender it to have the road go o : \X ' ‘e 1 - 4
: §9 | count of each item of '“’Lm“mm'“m'kasl»tnn. of Indiana; Lieut.-Gov Gor-|{my appointmernt would appear in the

guestion much consideration, that the|yia Nashville for that route is over 100
Act would not take effect then, inas-!'miles longer than the Short Route via
much as the whole purpose of the Act|Crogsville. As a striking evidence
is to repeal the Act so as to make it | that the route is sure to couwie via
take effect at once, I am inclined to | Crossville a telegram was received
the opinion that tne Act is void. If| Monday by Judge G. V. Burnett which
the Act does pass ana youn desire to | reads as follows:
have the question looked into more ex-|  «(hattancoga, Tenn., April 12.—
tensively, | will be glai to do so. County Judge, Crossville, Tenn.
Yours very truly, Please go to work imimediately on con-
1. A Wright. | struction of road between Crogsvill and
| Pikeville. Put engineers to work and
Judge Burnett expects to fight the | get bLest location possible, DIXIE
act in the courts of the state, if neces-|IGHWAY ASSOCIATION, C. E.
sary, and in the hight of past decisions James, Presicent.
he has a good chance to win his case, I'he whole Short Koute line is ablaze
at least, to the extent of being permit- | with ‘excitement and determination and
ted to hold the office for the next two | the road will certainly be built and it
years, which will complete the term |will be the real Dixie Highway under
for which he was elected by the people | the charter held by the association at
of the eountv. The next move belongs | Chattanooga, regardless of what is
to Senator T. E. Wilson, or some one | done by Nashville or other points, The
in sympathy with him, to force the re- | people of this county are aroused as
tirement ot Jurige Burnett, | never betore over any question and are
COURT RESOLUTION. I'detarminpd to carry this great project
Following 1s the resalntionl _pal‘%sed by ! :; ?::;L:’Eﬁ}i:horbf&::r;'J"::_"i::::'}_
the court re];ltlv’e to-t.he abo!ishing the latosi: G Bhert- Route'is squnlly.fs-
office of cunnt},_' ¢aspe: 2t | termined and there is scarcely a ghost
‘“Whereas, il ras been unofficially
: of a ehance for the road to fail to come
reported that a Lill has been passed by | this way .
the legislature »ttempting to abolish | % . .
the oftice of Coun y Judge of Cumber- | ENABLING ACT. *
The court passed a resolulion ap-

land County ; i x
And, whereas, we do nut recognize pointing J. W. Dorton, Judee G. P,

the right ot the legisiature to abolish Burnett and Senator E. G. lullett to

said office, ‘draft an enabling act autnurizing the

Therefore; be it resolved by the | county to issue $200,000 in bonds, and
County Court of said County, that we present to the legislature whuon it re-
réfuse to recog iz the legality of any convenes May 3. Il is not expected
Act ‘attempting to abolish said office that $200,000 will be required, but the
and we refuse to elect a Chairman to idea is\to be prenared for any need that
preside over saidl ourt until our right may present to tie_end that Isilure
to do so has been legally established.’ will be oat of the question.
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_ their agreemcnt,

L

'rg-;-.m't suime to the courty court, when
lso required by said coort, ant  that
| when the gpecial fund for the building
uf said Dixie bighway 18 provided tne
furd feow whieh 1L foregoing prelim-
inary expense is drawn _hall be reim-
bursed from such special tuna.

Be it further resvlved, that we here-
by rencw and realfirm the pledges
wade by our representatives to their
sister counties and with them to the
great nationul conference lately assem-
'bled in Chatranooga, to the Dixie
Highway Association and to C, E.
James, ite official president, to whom
we senid greelings, encouragement and
congratulations.

PART PLAYED BY POLITICS

Governors Rye, and McCrary, of Ken-|

tucky, Violate Agreement.

C. E James has issued a statement
showing how Governors MecUreary, of
Kentucky, and Rye, ot 'I'ennessee,
played dirty pomities in the mghway
matter and how they both violated
The statement of
Mr. James follows: 2
WANTS PUBLIC TO EKNOW ALL

THE FACTS.
*‘I want the public to know all the
facts m regard to the Dixie Highway
meeting April 8, 1915, and what fol-
lowed the meeting.

““The governors met early Saturday
morning, April 3, 1915, at the Hotel
Patten, and; besides the governors,

o

(don, of Onio; Gov. Slaton, of Georgia,
all expressed this view, (ov. Me-
ll:l'l".ﬂl'_\' and Lov. Rye Stoad firm.

|
[HOW CHATTANOOGA MEN WERE

1 ELIMINATED.
| *““1he Chattanuvoga people had done
| all they could to aveid friction and to
lavord Having any rveflectiong cast upon
!Lhem by the governors or the conven-
(tion.  Gov., Ralston ecalled for u vote.
Gov. MeCreary voted to eliminate us,
{ Gov. Ralston then called on Gov. Rye;
he voted to eliminate us: Gov. Halston
ilhun called on Gov, Nlaton. Gov.
I Slaton stated that he thonght the
Dixie Highway association ocught-to be
|represented; Lthat he wus sorry the
| matter had gotten inits present : hape,
i but in deterence to the other governors
‘who had already voted, he wounld vote
with Gov. MeCreary and Gov, Rye, but
that he reserved tne right to change
his vate after he enlered the conven-
tion if he desired, This rnuade three
votes, being a majority of the govern-
ors prasent and settled the case to the

paper on Tuesday, 1 sent word back
through the same zource and asked
that they communicate witd the gov-
ernor and tell hiin to have his {riends
und advisers to cesse maling such
proposgitions,

**1 learned from relinble sources on
Wednesday that the appointing powers
had oifered to appoint a well-known
gentlewan ot high integrity for politi-
cal reasons, and ne dechned it. This
same gentleman hid made s specch on
the platformi of the Auditorivui on
Saturday, declaring in favoer of, and
reconnnending, the route by Shelby-
ville and Winchester, |saw then there
was no use for the Dixie Highway as-
sociation to remain quiet longer, as the
agreement bhetween us had been vio-
lated by thewtate ot Tennessee; hence
the actions we took, as we wanted the
road commenced and wanted it built at
once, §

NEVER HAS BEEN O°rPOSED TO
NASHVILLE,

“*1 have never been, and am not now,
|opposed to any route through Nash-
'wille. I think the stale capital ought
| to be connected with this highway, if
it 15 possible. 1 think the state capital
lof every state through which it runs
ought to be considered and try to lo-

extent of etiminating Chattanooga |cate through these points,

from any participation in the location

of the road.
At the interview at 12:80 o'clock

““1 tried in every possiile way to put
a stop to such overtures leing niade
from the very first. 1 did flot want to
emhbarass any one, but 1 had stood all

we still tried to get the:n to reconsider the suggestions that any honorable

it, anfl it was finally agreed by all the

|man could submilt to, and there were
jonly two things for me to do; ¢ne was

Chattanooga parties present, that in|for me to personally sbandon all con-
order o avord frietion and lo get the nection with the Dixe Highway assori-

wad started, we Dbetter agree to it.

very reluctantly acquiesced in what
the other Chattan~oga people agreed

to do. | asked to be allowed to make
| feasible. The Dixie Highway associa-

afstatement, which - was agreed to.

told the governors that while we had
there were présent Judge M'm-n. been eliminated and I could ngt say! '*April 9, 1915."

=

| ation and let the politicians run it, or

for me to stand by the Dixie Highway
association, irrespective of resuits, 1
propose o stand by the Dixie Highway
imiation and see the road buiit, f

tion has no plans and 1s open to sug-
gestions by the le most mmutod‘.
C. E. JAMES.




